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Appointment of Maria Solandros Eitel Sheehan as Special Assistant
to the President and Deputy Director of Media Affairs
June 11, 1992

The President today announced the ap-
pointment of Maria Solandros Eitel
Sheehan, of Washington State, as Special
Assistant to the President and Deputy Di-
rector of Media Affairs.

Since 1989, Ms. Eitel Sheehan has served
the President as Deputy Director of Media
Affairs with responsibility for regional, spe-
cialty, and trade media. Before coming to
the White House, Ms. Eitel Sheehan
worked at the U.S. Information Agency as
a program officer and producer for
‘‘Worldnet Dialogues’’ and as a correspond-
ent for the television news program ‘‘Amer-
ica Today.’’ In 1987, Ms. Eitel Sheehan
worked at WETA–TV in Washington, DC,

as an associate producer for ‘‘World Beat,’’
a foreign affairs television series. Prior to
this, she served in the economics section
of the U.S. Embassy in Cameroon. From
1983 to 1985, in Seattle, Ms. Eitel Sheehan
worked in the news and documentary de-
partments of NBC affiliate KING–TV and
was a freelance reporter and producer for
PBS station KCTS–TV.

Ms. Eitel Sheehan graduated from McGill
University in Montreal, Canada (B.A., 1983)
and Georgetown University School of For-
eign Service (M.S.F.S., 1988). She was born
June 26, 1962, in Everett, WA. She is mar-
ried, has one child, and resides in Washing-
ton, DC.

Address to the United Nations Conference on Environment and
Development in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
June 12, 1992

President Collor, Mr. Secretary-General,
heads of delegation, may I first express my
admiration to Secretary-General Boutros-
Ghali and my gratitude to Secretary General
Maurice Strong for his tireless work in
bringing this Earth summit together. This
is truly an historic gathering.

The Chinese have a proverb: If a man
cheats the Earth, the Earth will cheat man.
The idea of sustaining the planet so that
it may sustain us is as old as life itself. We
must leave this Earth in better condition
than we found it.

Today this old truth must be applied to
new threats facing the resources which sus-
tain us all, the atmosphere and the ocean,
the stratosphere and the biosphere. Our vil-
lage is truly global. Some find the chal-
lenges ahead overwhelming. I believe that
their pessimism is unfounded.

Twenty years ago, at the Stockholm con-
ference, a chief concern of our predecessors
was the horrible threat of nuclear war, the
ultimate pollutant. No more. Upon my re-

turn from Rio, I will meet with Russian
President Yeltsin in Washington, and the
subject we will discuss is cooperation, not
confrontation. Twenty years ago, some
spoke of the limits to growth. Today we
realize that growth is the engine of change
and the friend of the environment.

Today, an unprecedented era of peace,
freedom, and stability makes concerted ac-
tion on the environment possible as never
before. This summit is but one key step
in the process of international cooperation
on environment and development. The
United States will work to carry forward the
promise of Rio because as important as the
road to Rio has been, what matters more
is the road from Rio.

There are those who say that cooperation
between developed and developing coun-
tries is impossible. Well, let them come to
Latin America, where debt-for-nature swaps
are protecting forests in Costa Rica and
funding pollution control in Chile.
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There are those who say that it takes state
control to protect the environment. Well,
let them go to Eastern Europe, where the
poisoned bodies of children now pay for the
sins of fallen dictators, and only the new
breeze of freedom is allowing for cleanup.

There are those who say that change can
never come because the interests of the sta-
tus quo are too powerful. Well, let them
come right here to Brazil, where President
Collor is forging a new approach that recog-
nizes the economic value of sustaining the
rain forest.

There are those who say that economic
growth and environmental protection can-
not be compatible. Well, let them come to
the United States, where, in the 20 years
since Stockholm, our economy has grown
by 57 percent, and yet we have cut the
lead going into the air by 97 percent, the
carbon monoxide by 41 percent, the partic-
ulates by 59 percent. We’ve cleaned up our
water and preserved our parks, wilderness,
and wildlife.

There are those who say that the leaders
of the world do not care about the Earth
and the environment. Well, let them all
come here to Rio.

Mr. President, we have come to Rio.
We’ve not only seen the concern, we share
it. We not only care, we’re taking action.
We come to Rio with an action plan on
climate change. It stresses energy efficiency,
cleaner air, reforestation, new technology.
I am happy to report that I have just signed
the Framework Convention on Climate
Change.

Today, I invite my colleagues from the
industrialized world to join in a prompt start
on the convention’s implementation. I pro-
pose that our countries meet by January 1st
to lay out our national plans for meeting
the specific commitments in the Framework
Convention. Let us join in translating the
words spoken here into concrete action to
protect the planet.

We come to Rio with a proposal to dou-
ble global forest assistance. We stand ready
to work together, respecting national sov-
ereignty, on new strategies for forests for
the future. As a downpayment, we will dou-
ble U.S. forest bilateral assistance next year.
And we will reform at home, phasing out
clear-cutting as a standard practice on U.S.

national forests and working to plant one
billion trees a year.

We come to Rio with an extensive pro-
gram of technology cooperation. We stand
ready, Government and private sector, to
help spread green technology and launch
a new generation of clean growth.

We come to Rio recognizing that the de-
veloping countries must play a role in pro-
tecting the global environment but will need
assistance in pursuing these cleaner
growths. So we stand ready to increase U.S.
international environmental aid by 66 per-
cent above the 1990 levels, on top of the
more than $2.5 billion that we provide
through the world’s development banks for
Agenda 21 projects.

We come to Rio with more scientific
knowledge about the environment than ever
before and with the wisdom that there is
much, much we do that’s not yet known.
And we stand ready to share our science
and to lead the world in a program of con-
tinued research.

We come to Rio prepared to continue
America’s unparalleled efforts to preserve
species and habitat. And let me be clear.
Our efforts to protect biodiversity itself will
exceed, will exceed, the requirements of the
treaty. But that proposed agreement threat-
ens to retard biotechnology and undermine
the protection of ideas. Unlike the climate
agreement, its financing scheme will not
work. And it is never easy, it is never easy
to stand alone on principle, but sometimes
leadership requires that you do. And now
is such a time.

Let’s face it, there has been some criti-
cism of the United States. But I must tell
you, we come to Rio proud of what we have
accomplished and committed to extending
the record on American leadership on the
environment. In the United States, we have
the world’s tightest air quality standards on
cars and factories, the most advanced laws
for protecting lands and waters, and the
most open processes for public participa-
tion.

Now for a simple truth: America’s record
on environmental protection is second to
none. So I did not come here to apologize.
We come to press on with deliberate pur-
pose and forceful action. Such action will
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demonstrate our continuing commitment to
leadership and to international cooperation
on the environment.

We believe that the road to Rio must
point toward both environmental protection
and economic growth, environment and de-
velopment. By now it’s clear: To sustain de-
velopment, we must protect the environ-
ment. And to protect the environment, we
must sustain development.

It’s been said that we don’t inherit the
Earth from our ancestors, we borrow it
from our children. When our children look
back on this time and this place, they will

be grateful that we met at Rio, and they
will certainly be pleased with the intentions
stated and the commitments made. But they
will judge us by the actions we take from
this day forward. Let us not disappoint
them.

Mr. President, once again, my congratula-
tions to you, sir. Mr. Secretary-General, our
sincere thanks. And thank you all very, very
much.

Note: The President spoke at 3:19 p.m. in
the Assembly Hall at the Riocentro Con-
ference Center.

Statement on Signing the Framework Convention on Climate
Change
June 12, 1992

I have today signed the Framework Con-
vention on Climate Change on behalf of the
United States of America. This landmark
agreement is a major step forward by the
international community in taking action to
address global climate change. It requires
countries to formulate, implement, and
publish national programs for mitigating cli-
mate change by limiting net emissions of
greenhouse gases.

The Framework Convention is com-
prehensive, covering all sources and sinks
of greenhouse gases. It provides the flexibil-
ity for national programs to be reviewed and
updated as new scientific information be-
comes available. These are important and
desirable features.

The United States already has been work-
ing to develop plans that are responsive to
the requirements of the convention. In Feb-
ruary of 1991, and again in the spring of
this year, my administration published a de-
tailed program of specific measures that the
United States was prepared to undertake to
address climate change. The administration
also provided detailed estimates of the emis-
sions effects of these measures. The U.S.
plan stresses energy efficiency, cleaner air,
new technology, and reforestation. It is esti-
mated that our plan will reduce annual net
greenhouse gas emissions by 125 to 200 mil-

lion tons below projected levels in the year
2000.

Many of the items contained in the U.S.
action agenda are already being imple-
mented. Some were contained in the Clean
Air Act of 1990. Some energy efficiency
measures, such as EPA’s Green Lights pro-
gram, are being pursued under existing au-
thority. Others, such as elements of the na-
tional energy strategy, have been proposed
by the administration and are awaiting final
action by the U.S. Congress.

No effort to address climate change can
be successful without the participation of
the developing countries. We have pledged
support for country studies, for the Global
Environmental Facility, and for various
other programs to help these countries
begin the process of developing action pro-
grams.

I have today invited the other industri-
alized nations who have signed the Frame-
work Convention to join me in a prompt
start on its implementation. I have proposed
that our countries meet by January 1st to
present and review our national action
plans. We look forward to cooperating with
the other developed nations in this regard
and to seeing what specific measures they
propose to undertake.
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